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Welcome to Starkville!  

As an attendee at the Alabama/Mississippi American Planning Association conference, we are delighted to 
have you in our community. We pride ourselves on making you feel comfortable and welcome no matter how 
long your stay in town. It is our goal to make this visit with us a memorable one so that you will be enticed 
to come back on a regular basis.  

Whether you are here for the conference itself or are accompanying an attendee, we have many ways for 
you to spend your time getting to know Starkville. 

Jump on the local transit, SMART, for a free ride around town. Whether it is Proof for pastries or Dolce for 
bagels or Starkville Café or 929, our coffee shops and restaurants can get your day started right. Depending 
on your interests we can point you to the University for a tour of the various standing exhibits including the 
Templeton Music Museum, the Ulysses S. Grant Presidential Library Exhibit or the John Grisham library.  

Time for lunch? Bluto’s for Greek, Taste for Italian, Bulldog Burger or Mugshots for burgers; you name it, we 
have it.  

Your timing couldn’t be better. The biggest free concert in the state happens tomorrow night downtown 
Starkville. Bulldog Bash has Grammy winner, Jason Derulo as the star act for the evening. Please plan to stay 
over and join our community for the fun.   

We have local boutiques and shops; we have trend setting architectural designs by a leading redevelopment 
expert and former Mayor Dan Camp located in the famous Cotton District.  The Mississippi Horse Park, a 
wildlife refuge and multiple parks throughout town that offer leisure time activities.  

All in all, we can show you a good time in Starkville which on any given weekend or day is also known as 
Starkvegas. We embrace our historic side and our party side. Come plan to have fun with us. We want you 
to keep coming back.  

Sincerely, 

 

D. Lynn Spruill 
Mayor, City of Starkville 

D. LYNN SPRUILL 
Mayor

Phone: 662-323-2525 Ext.3100 
Fax: 662-323-4143 

THE CITY OF STARKVILLE 
Mayor’s Office 

CITY HALL, 110 W. MAIN STREET 
STARKVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 39759

W E LC O M E  F RO M  T H E  M AYO R



 

S ES SIO N S,  M O BI L E  WO R K S H O PS  &  E V E N TS

ROOM  |  DELTA

DELTA

DELTA

RIVERS

FOOTHILLS

BALLROOM C

BALLROOM C



 Professional Headshot Photography by Rosemary Wright-  Availability 10:15 - 11:30  // 2:00- 3:15 
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A  M ES SAG E  F RO M  T H E  P R ESI D E N T

On behalf of the Mississippi Chapter of the American Planning 
Association, I want to welcome you to Starkville, Mississippi 
for the 2023 Deep South Planning Conference presented by 
ICMA! We believe that this year’s conference is the best one 
yet. We have three days full of engaging sessions, including a 
keynote by APA President Angela Brooks.

Over the past several years, APA Mississippi has bene�ted 
from its partnership with the Alabama Chapter in hosting 
these joint conferences. Our Chapters have a proud history of 
working together throughout the years, and the joint annual 
conferences are a wonderful way for us to showcase the 
great work being done in both of our states.

I want to thank the Conference Committee for their hard 
work in planning the conference, including Christina 
Highsmith, Emily Corban, Ginger Lowrey, Judy Daniel, Leah 

Kemp, and Thomas Gregory, who worked tirelessly to pull together a great conference. As 
a past Conference Committee chair, I know �rst-hand the hours of planning and 
organization it takes to host an annual conference.

This conference would not be possible without the support of all of our sponsors. Thank 
You! At some point during the conference, please take the time to walk through the 
exhibitor’s space and thank them for their support.

We are excited to be back in a college town for this year’s conference, and the �rst ever in 
Starkville. While you are here, I hope that you’ll get a chance to explore Starkville to see all 
the wonderful planning e�orts underway, or that have recently completed.

Finally, I want to thank you for the important work you do as planners in communities 
across the Southeast. Whether you work for a local or regional government, are a private 
consultant, or help educate future planners in an academic role, we all are challenged with 
the task of serving the public interest and advancing the planning profession. I hope that 
each of you will leave this year’s conference inspired and energized to continue “making 
great communities happen.”

 

 

Benjamin Requet, AICP
Chapter President
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