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2015 APA MS Chapter Awards 
Call for Nominations 

 
The Mississippi Chapter of the American Planning Association is now accepting nominations for the 2015 Chapter 
Awards. Nominations for this year are for the following categories:  

 Best Project/Outstanding Project  

 Planning Advocate  

 Public Outreach 

 Outstanding Planning Commissioner  
 
Nominators may not submit more than one nomination per award category. See pages 2 – 4 for the 2015 award 
descriptions and criteria.  
 
The deadline for receipt of nominations is 12 Midnight on Friday, September 1, 2015. Late submissions will not be 
accepted. Changes will not be allowed after the submission deadline. Award winners will be notified of the Awards 
Committee’s decision by September 9th. Winners will be recognized and presented with an award at the AL-APA & 
APA MS Annual Conference Awards Luncheon. 

 
Eligibility and Guidelines for all Award Nominations 
 

1. The Nominator must be a member of APA MS. 
2. Nominations may be submitted for a Chapter Award a maximum of three times, only once if you were 

selected as a winner. 
3. Projects, plans and relevant activities nominated must have been completed within 2 years of nomination.  
4. Communications with the Awards Committee members for the purpose of influencing the selection on 

behalf of the nominee or submission is considered cause for disqualification. 
5. If the Awards Committee determines that none of the nominations in a particular category meet all the 

stated requirements or criteria, the committee is not obligated to give an award in that category. 
 

Requirements for all Award Nominations 
 

1. All nominations must be submitted using the APA MS Awards Application Form (page 5) accompanied 
by all supplemental materials and documents.  

2. A two page letter/summary detailing how the nominee satisfies outlined the criteria.  Refer to specific 
criteria in each award category.  The letter/summary should include: 

 Background information 

 Planning process utilized or planning activities  

 Public involvement and other factors that support the worthiness of the nomination. 
3. A copy of the plan (where applicable) 
4. Supplemental support materials  
5. Where appropriate, logo(s) of any agency or firm responsible for the plan—a high resolution JPG is 

preferred. 

6. Nominator must sign the APA MS Awards Application Form in the signature block. 
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7. Methods of Submission:  Nominations may be submitted digitally via email or regular mail.  Support 
documents such as PowerPoint presentations, photos, news articles and maps will be accepted.  If sending 
digital files, limit the size to 8MB.   
 

Nominations by email/digital files send to cproctor@co.forrest.ms.us.  
Nominations by postal mail may be sent to:  Forrest County Planning Department 

Attn: Corey Proctor/APA MS Awards 
P.O. Box 1310 

Hattiesburg, MS 39403‐1310 

Incomplete applications, including missing support documents, WILL NOT be considered. 
 

Please direct questions regarding submissions or the nomination process to: Joan Wesley, Awards 

Committee Chair at joan.m.wesley@jsums.edu 
 

 
 

Best Project/Outstanding Project 
 

The Best Project/Outstanding Project Award is for an outstanding plan for a neighborhood, community, region, 
campus etc. It may be a plan prepared for a local, state or federal agency or for a jurisdiction. Examples and 
Categories include, but are not limited to: Master Plans, Comprehensive Plans, Neighborhood Plans, Regional 
Plans, University Campus Plans, Military Base Plans, etc. The award in this category will recognize the achievement 
of a group, not an individual. Size of the jurisdiction or agency for which the plan was prepared is not a factor in 

selection. This category emphasizes best practices, results and state‐of‐the‐art planning methods. 
 

Criteria: 
 

 Innovation—Introduction of an original concept or refinement of an existing procedure. 

 Comprehensiveness—Planning principles have been observed and utilized. 

 A holistic approach was used to formalize goals, objectives and recommendations. 

 Transferability—Potential applicability to other areas of the state. 

 Quality—Excellence in graphic representation and analysis. 

 Implementation—Effectiveness of the work. Specific recommendations have been implemented and 
utilized by the community. 

 Technology and Enhancements—Use of geographic information systems, social media, graphics, 
photographs and other tools to reach the community, elected officials and others to promote the message. 

  
 

Planning Advocate 
 

This award recognizes a group, an individual or organization, project or initiative that advocates for and promotes 
diversity, inclusion and/or social equity. The nominee(s) should demonstrate a sustained commitment to advocacy 
within the planning field.  The nominator should provide relevant support information and documentation relevant 
to how the nominee addressed the concerns of women and minorities of any group, underserved communities and 
other marginalized populations through specific actions or contributions to planning initiatives or the planning field.  
 

 

mailto:cproctor@co.forrest.ms.us
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Examples:  

1. A general or comprehensive plan that improves the living conditions of those in an underrepresented 

neighborhood; an individual, group or organization working to improve the lives of others, a policy that 

addresses a need not currently met through other efforts.  

2. Engaged citizens and others whose outstanding leadership and advocacy work improved conditions of 

underserved groups or advanced inclusiveness and/or diversity in planning.  “Others” may include 

members of planning departments, planning commissions, board of appeals, or economic development 

boards; environmental or historic preservation councils; appointed or elected officials holding office at the 

local, regional, or state level; members of the private sector; citizen activists, scholar activists, or 

neighborhood/community leaders. 

3.  The advocacy work may have resulted in policy changes that positively impacted underserved and 

underrepresented groups, or made positive changes at the neighborhood, community, region, state or other 

geographic scale. 

Criteria: 
 

The nominator for Planning Advocate for diversity, inclusion, social equity should describe to what extent the 
nominee(s)'s efforts address the needs of marginalized populations or underrepresented groups in the planning 
process.  Explain how these efforts advanced or sustained sound, ethical, and inclusionary planning principles 
within the planning field, within a specific community, or in society at large. 
Effectiveness & Results: 

Specify the positive impact of the nominee(s) on the lives of those it was intended to help.  Indicate how these 
efforts have touched a wider audience, helped increase diversity, inclusiveness, and equity within the planning field 
or in helping support diverse populations. 

 
 

Public Outreach 
 

The Public Outreach Award recognizes an individual or program that uses information and education to raise 
awareness about the value of planning.  The public outreach effort will focus upon advancing the benefits of 
planning among communities and locales.  
 

Examples:  
1. Broadening citizen engagement in planning processes in order to raise awareness about the value of 

planning and planning processes.  These efforts may be led by engaged citizens demonstrating outstanding 
leadership in a community, region, or state; members of a planning department, planning commissions, 
board of appeals, or economic development boards; environmental or historic preservation councils; 
appointed officials or elected officials holding office at the local, regional, or state level; members of the 
private sector; citizen activists, activist scholars, or neighborhood leaders. 

2. Curricula designed to teach students at all levels about planning; the use of technology to expand public 
participation in planning, innovative community efforts showing how planning makes a difference and 
programs designed to teach the benefits of planning to elected or appointed officials. 

 

Criteria 
 

Selection criteria are as follows: 

 Innovation—Introduction of an original concept or refinement of an existing Process or procedure. 
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 Comprehensiveness—Planning principles have been observed and utilized. 

 A holistic approach was used to formalize goals, objectives and recommendations. 

 Transferability—Potential applicability to other areas of the community, state or region. 

 Quality—Excellence in graphic representation and analysis. 

 Implementation—Effectiveness of the work. Specific recommendations have been implemented and 
utilized by the community. 

 Technology and Support—Use of graphics, photographs, geographic information systems, social media and 
other tools to reach the community, elected officials and others in an effort to promote the message. 

 
 

Outstanding Planning Commissioner 
 

The Planning Commissioner Award recognizes a planning commissioner who has made an outstanding 
contribution to the field of planning and to his or her community.  Examples of such accomplishments include, 
but are not limited to length of service on the commission, continued participation in professional development and 
other forms of training, an ongoing interest in incorporating Smart Growth concepts and similar tools in all 
decision-making and overall support for a holistic approach to community and economic planning and 
development. 
 

Criteria: 
 

Criteria considered for nominations in this award category include:  
 

 Outstanding  contributions to planning and planning processes 

 Length of service on the commission 

 Continued participation in professional development and other forms of training 

 Ongoing interest in incorporating Smart Growth concepts and similar tools in all decision-making 

 Overall support for a holistic approach to community and economic planning and development. 

 Public involvement in planning activities at the local, regional or other level  

 Efforts to engage others in planning practice and education 

 Transference of planning knowledge and expertise to communities as well as non-profit, public and private 
entities  

 Other factors determined to demonstrate that the nominee is worthy of the award.  
 
Where applicable, support documentation should be included such as newspaper, newsletters articles highlighting 
work, evidence of work in which the nominee is or has been engaged. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



5 
 

APA MS Awards Application 
 

Complete the application form below and submit along with nomination letter and support documentation. 
 

Incomplete nomination submissions will not be considered. 
 

Online Submissions (maximum 8MB) must be sent to:  cproctor@co.forrest.ms.us. 
Mail Submissions by mail must be sent to:  Forrest County Planning Department 

Attn: Corey Proctor/APA MS Awards 
P.O. Box 1310 

Hattiesburg, MS 39403‐1310 
 

APA MS Awards Application 

Award Category (Check only one award category and complete all required information.) 

Best Project/Outstanding Project  Planning Advocate  Public Outreach 
  

PROJECT/OUTSTANDING PROJECT ONLY 

 

NOMINATOR ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Nominator’s contact info: Phone _________________________  Email ________________________________________ 
 

Project Name ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Project Location (i.e. Town/City)_______________________________________________________________________ 
  

List the name(s) of the person(s) to be recognized (Include name, title and other pertinent information. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NOMINATOR’S SIGNATURE ______________________________________________________________________ 

   

PLANNING ADVOCATE AND PUBLIC OUTREACH ONLY 

 

NOMINATOR ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Nominator’s contact info: Phone _________________________  Email ________________________________________ 
 

NOMINEE (May be individual, group or organization)_____________________________________________________ 
 

Location (i.e. Town/City)_____________________________________________________________________________ 
  

List the name(s) of the person(s) to be recognized (Include name, title and other pertinent information. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NOMINATOR’S SIGNATURE _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Outstanding Planning Commissioner 

 Nominator, please provide all requested information. 
  

NOMINATOR: Name _________________________________________________________________ 
    Phone _________________________ Email __________________________________ 
 

NOMINEE:  Name _________________________________________________________________ 

                          Title and Company/Organization ___________________________________________ 

NOMINATOR’S SIGNATURE _____________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:cproctor@co.forrest.ms.us

